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COMING EVENTS  

SEPTEMBER 

1 - 6      Sunflower Festival 

3           Food Preservation @ library 

3           Music in the Park 

26 Junk in the Trunk 

26         Tire Stewardship BC roundup 

26 Crime Stoppers Fall Shred It 

  Event 

26         Seed Saving Mobile Event 

30 REAPS Garden Work Party 

 

OCTOBER 

8 DIY Halloween craft 
23 UNBC Discovery Day Open 

House 

23 - 24  Classrooms to Communities 

            Conference 

31        Happy Halloween 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

 September 2026 

https://tourismpg.com/events/crime-stoppers-fall-community-shred-it-event/
https://www.c2c-bc.org/
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REAPS  NEWS 
Web Pick of the Month Book of the Month 

https://foodsecurecanada.org/ 

Supporting an equitable and 
empowered food movement 
for 20 years.  Food Secure 
Canada is an alliance of 
organizations and individu-
als all across Canada working together to advance 

food security and food sovereignty.  

Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Pro-
posed to Reverse Global Warming  By: Paul Hawken 

ISBN: 9780141988436 

The 100 most substantive solutions to reverse global 
warming, based on meticulous research by leading 
scientists and policymakers around the world. 

Growing Knowledge Community Compost Garden (GKCCG)  
Seeking Kitchen Waste 

Our hungry composters need your kitchen waste! We are happy to accept fruit and vege-
table scraps, coffee grounds, tea bags, eggshells, and other compostable kitchen waste. 

Please note that we cannot accept meat, oils, or dairy products. 

Kitchen waste drop-off is available Monday, Wednesday and Saturday from  9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. When you arrive, please check in with the garden attendant so we can weigh and 

record your kitchen waste before placing it into the composter. 

Thank you for helping us reduce waste and create healthy compost for our gardens. 

https://foodsecurecanada.org/
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AROUND BC 

What is 'wishcycling,' and why are some B.C. municipalities crack-

ing down on it?  BC News 

Old asphalt gets new life with City of Chilliwack’s recycling machine 

The Chilliwack Progress 

Creating jobs, reducing waste on Sunshine Coast BC Gov News 

2 Castlegar teachers recognized with environmental education 

awards Castlegar News 

A mattress problem at the Vancouver Landfill Delta Optimist 

Gibsons moves forward with zero-emission vehicle bylaw Coast 

Reporter 

Greater Victoria garbage under the scope for CRD study Victoria 

News 

Waste batteries factsheet BC Ministry of 

Environment and Parks 

BC oil recyclers change name after 20 

years Waste & Recycling 

Loblaws fined $8,000 over recycling in-

fractions at Coquitlam’s Real Canadian 

Superstore Penticton Herald 

Ending food waste in Port Albernie, one 

fruit tree at a time Alberni Valley News 

AROUND CANADA 

Misunderstood best before dates fuel unnec-
essary food waste, says N.W.T. advocate 
CBC News 
 
Feds invest in 22 EV infrastructure and edu-
cation initiatives across Canada  Environ-
ment Journal 
 
Cascades Invests $15M in Granby, QC facil-
ity Canadian Biomass 
 
BC Launches Outdoor Recreation Strategy 
BC Magazine 
 
Canada EV battery reuse pilot to start Re-
source Recycling Inc. 

Electronics Recycling Program 
(Renewables) - Solar Panel Updates Alberta 
Recycles 
 
How does a rural Alberta town’s food bank 
rescue over 50K kilograms of food from the 
landfill each year? CBC 
 
Unravellling textile waste: What we learned 
at Explore Circularity Day  Alberta Ecotrust 
 
World’s largest EV battery repurposing facili-
ty opens in Surrey Surrey Now-Leader 
 
Goodwill partners with Canadian Universi-
ties to recycle textile waste Textile Today 

Empire beats food loss and waste reduction 
target Canadian Grocer 

AROUND THE WORLD 

Microplastics altered allergy-related immune 

responses after 14 days in mouse lungs 

Medical Xpress 

Landfill Gas Continues to Drive U.S. Renew-

able Natural Gas Growth Waste Advantage 

In France, you can get your groceries in 

returnable packaging. Here’s why the Cana-

dian pilot failed.  CBC 

Wasteful Fisherman Turns into Underwater 

Garbage Man, Pulls Tons of Tires from Ca-

nadian Harbors Good News Network 

Beyond the green promise: Why sustainabil-

ity needs to move beyond marketing Social 

Samosa 

Amcor study finds recyclable packaging a 

key driver for nut sales Packaging News 

Innovative school recycling program reduces 

litter by 75% with giant wire fish IOL 

Recycling food waste is good for the climate, 

but could add microplastics to soil, study 

finds wbur 

Graphic Packaging unveils first uncoated 

recycled paperboard Packaging Europe 

China could soon use recycled EV materials 

as the dominant source for EV manufactur-

ing Tech 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/contaminated-recycling-wishcycling-9.7279807?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/contaminated-recycling-wishcycling-9.7279807?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://theprogress.com/2026/06/09/old-asphalt-gets-new-life-with-city-of-chilliwacks-recycling-machine/
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2026JEG0054-000886?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://castlegarnews.com/2026/05/27/2-castlegar-teachers-recognized-with-environmental-education-awards/?mc_cid=c28ce8f0c7&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://castlegarnews.com/2026/05/27/2-castlegar-teachers-recognized-with-environmental-education-awards/?mc_cid=c28ce8f0c7&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.delta-optimist.com/local-news/a-mattress-problem-at-the-vancouver-landfill-12415763?mc_cid=c28ce8f0c7&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.coastreporter.net/local-news/gibsons-moves-forward-with-zero-emission-vehicle-bylaw-12442803?mc_cid=c28ce8f0c7&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://vicnews.com/2026/06/26/greater-victoria-garbage-under-the-scope-for-crd-study/?mc_cid=c28ce8f0c7&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://rcbc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d30a5e5444ad4ad09aede315b&id=09822b9fa6&e=46007bd9aa
https://wasterecyclingmag.ca/business-operations/bc-oil-recyclers-change-name-after-20-years?mc_cid=55b4895cfa&mc_eid=1418e9fab7
https://wasterecyclingmag.ca/business-operations/bc-oil-recyclers-change-name-after-20-years?mc_cid=55b4895cfa&mc_eid=1418e9fab7
https://www.pentictonherald.ca/spare_news/article_ff72172f-7964-5825-8351-188b640e2a12.html
https://www.pentictonherald.ca/spare_news/article_ff72172f-7964-5825-8351-188b640e2a12.html
https://www.pentictonherald.ca/spare_news/article_ff72172f-7964-5825-8351-188b640e2a12.html
https://albernivalleynews.com/2023/06/28/ending-food-waste-in-port-alberni-one-fruit-tree-at-a-time/?mc_cid=55b4895cfa&mc_eid=1418e9fab7
https://albernivalleynews.com/2023/06/28/ending-food-waste-in-port-alberni-one-fruit-tree-at-a-time/?mc_cid=55b4895cfa&mc_eid=1418e9fab7
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/food-waste-inflation-costs-yellowknife-9.7294067?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/food-waste-inflation-costs-yellowknife-9.7294067?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://environmentjournal.ca/feds-invest-in-22-ev-infrastructure-and-education-initiatives-across-canada/?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://environmentjournal.ca/feds-invest-in-22-ev-infrastructure-and-education-initiatives-across-canada/?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.canadianbiomassmagazine.ca/cascades-invests-15-million-in-granby-que-facility/
https://www.canadianbiomassmagazine.ca/cascades-invests-15-million-in-granby-que-facility/
https://www.canadianbiomassmagazine.ca/cascades-invests-15-million-in-granby-que-facility/
https://www.bcmag.ca/bc-launches-outdoor-recreation-strategy/
https://resource-recycling.com/e-scrap/2026/07/08/canada-ev-battery-reuse-pilot-to-start/?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.albertarecycling.ca/news/electronics-recycling-program-renewables-solar-panel-updates/
https://www.albertarecycling.ca/news/electronics-recycling-program-renewables-solar-panel-updates/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/hinton-food-recovery-friday-jasper-9.7225813?utm_source=Cyberimpact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CWMA-Information-Update
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/hinton-food-recovery-friday-jasper-9.7225813?utm_source=Cyberimpact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CWMA-Information-Update
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/hinton-food-recovery-friday-jasper-9.7225813?utm_source=Cyberimpact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CWMA-Information-Update
https://albertaecotrust.com/news/unravelling-textile-waste
https://albertaecotrust.com/news/unravelling-textile-waste
https://surreynowleader.com/2026/06/24/worlds-largest-ev-battery-repurposing-facility-opens-in-surrey/?utm_source=Cyberimpact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CWMA-Information-Update
https://surreynowleader.com/2026/06/24/worlds-largest-ev-battery-repurposing-facility-opens-in-surrey/?utm_source=Cyberimpact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CWMA-Information-Update
https://www.textiletoday.com.bd/goodwill-partners-with-canadian-universities-to-recycle-textile-waste?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.textiletoday.com.bd/goodwill-partners-with-canadian-universities-to-recycle-textile-waste?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://canadiangrocer.com/empire-beats-food-loss-and-waste-reduction-target?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://canadiangrocer.com/empire-beats-food-loss-and-waste-reduction-target?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2026-05-microplastics-allergy-immune-responses-days.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2026-05-microplastics-allergy-immune-responses-days.html
https://wasteadvantagemag.com/landfill-gas-continues-to-drive-u-s-renewable-natural-gas-growth/
https://wasteadvantagemag.com/landfill-gas-continues-to-drive-u-s-renewable-natural-gas-growth/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/whatonearth/loop-plastics-packaging-returnable-9.7207827
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/whatonearth/loop-plastics-packaging-returnable-9.7207827
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/whatonearth/loop-plastics-packaging-returnable-9.7207827
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/wasteful-fisherman-turns-into-underwater-garbage-man-pulls-tons-of-tires-from-canadian-harbors/?shem=rimspwouoe%2C&utm_source=Cyberimpact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CWMA-Information-Update
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/wasteful-fisherman-turns-into-underwater-garbage-man-pulls-tons-of-tires-from-canadian-harbors/?shem=rimspwouoe%2C&utm_source=Cyberimpact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CWMA-Information-Update
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/wasteful-fisherman-turns-into-underwater-garbage-man-pulls-tons-of-tires-from-canadian-harbors/?shem=rimspwouoe%2C&utm_source=Cyberimpact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CWMA-Information-Update
https://www.socialsamosa.com/experts-speak/beyond-green-promise-sustainability-move-beyond-marketing-11903571
https://www.socialsamosa.com/experts-speak/beyond-green-promise-sustainability-move-beyond-marketing-11903571
https://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/environment/recycling/amcor-study-finds-recyclable-packaging-a-key-driver-for-nut-sales-04-08-2026?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/environment/recycling/amcor-study-finds-recyclable-packaging-a-key-driver-for-nut-sales-04-08-2026?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://iol.co.za/weekend-argus/news/2026-06-24-innovative-school-recycling-programme-reduces-litter-by-75-with-giant-wire-fish/?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://iol.co.za/weekend-argus/news/2026-06-24-innovative-school-recycling-programme-reduces-litter-by-75-with-giant-wire-fish/?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.wbur.org/news/2026/07/28/recycling-food-waste-climate-greenhouse-gas-emissions-microplastic-pollution?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.wbur.org/news/2026/07/28/recycling-food-waste-climate-greenhouse-gas-emissions-microplastic-pollution?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.wbur.org/news/2026/07/28/recycling-food-waste-climate-greenhouse-gas-emissions-microplastic-pollution?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://packagingeurope.com/news/graphic-packaging-unveils-first-uncoated-recycled-paperboard/14561.article?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://packagingeurope.com/news/graphic-packaging-unveils-first-uncoated-recycled-paperboard/14561.article?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-tech/recycled-ev-materials-china-future-production/?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-tech/recycled-ev-materials-china-future-production/?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-tech/recycled-ev-materials-china-future-production/?mc_cid=dd3d348e06&mc_eid=46007bd9aa
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Compost Clinic—Solutions to Backyard Composter Problems 

“Crikey….something’s not quite right here!!”… Look upon your com-
post heap as a living organism - to find a cause for any ailment in 
your garden’s digestive organ, go back to the basic ingredients 
(balance of brown (C) and green (N) ingredients, water, and oxygen) 

and diagnose your heap against each one. 

“It stinks!!” – this could be the result of a couple of common prob-

lems  

noxious fumes are produced by anaerobic bacteria ie, not 
enough oxygen is available throughout the heap, or its too 
wet or has large lumps of wet sludgy material. Or large 

amounts of unmixed kitchen waste 

 Excessive nitrogen is unbalanced by too little carbon, and the 
heap is venting as ammonia gas. One remedy which would 
address both problems could be to turn the heap to aerate 
it more often and to add in some drier, fibrous, carbon rich 

material (e.g. straw or shredded paper) 

“Nothing’s happening!” Your heap has done nothing for days and 
days on end – no heat, no change in structure of the ingredients.  

This could be 

Too little water – your heap is dry, effectively stopping any bio-
logical activity. Turn the heap, spraying with water con-

stantly.  

 If the ingredients are too rough or large this will also slow 
things down. Remedy is to remake the heap after chopping 
up the rougher ingredients (e.g. run the lawn mower over 

them!). 

 Not enough nitrogen – turn the heap and add more manure or lawn clippings as you do it. 

“I don’t have space for a compost heap”, or “I don’t have the energy to move all that stuff around around any more”. Don’t give way to 

despair! A worm farm could be just the thing for you. 

 

National waste characterization report : composition and 
quantity of waste materials in Canada’s residual municipal solid 
waste  Gov’t of Canada 

REAPS      REPORT  HOTLINE  250-561-7327    

The National Waste Characterization Report (NWCR) pro-
vides a national-level analysis of the composition and quanti-
ties of materials in residual municipal solid waste (MSW) in 
Canada. Residual MSW refers to waste that remains after 
recyclable and source separated organic materials have been 
removed, and that is destined for landfill or incineration. The 
largest components of residual MSW are food (19%), paper 
and soiled paper (17%), plastic packaging and products 
(13%), wood (10%), and building materials (8%). Waste com-

position varied by sector of origin.  TO READ MORE 

https://open-science.canada.ca/items/ff965482-230f-47cc-9846-5cdf6ab5e143
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Recycling and Environmental Action  

Planning Society (AKA REAPS) 

 
The REAPS  Report is published six times a year, on the first of 

January, March, May, July, September, and November. 

Articles, originals or reprinted with permission, are submitted by 
members and represent the opinions of the authors only, not nec-

essarily those of the Society, Board, or members as a whole. 

Deadline for submission is two weeks prior to publication date. 
Articles, suggestions for articles, or comments in general are 
much appreciated, and can be submitted to the REAPS office via 
email at  newsletter@reaps.org 
 

If you no longer wish to receive our newsletters 

via email please email REAPS and state UNSUB-

SCRIBE in the subject line. 

Mailing address: 
PO Box 444, Prince George, BC   V2L 4S6 
 
Growing Knowledge Community Compost Garden (Campus Ring Rd. 
UNBC)    
   
Office Location: Suite 101 - 1595 5th Ave 

RECYCLING & ENVIRONM ENTAL 
ACTION & PLANNING SOCIETY 

Phone: 250-561-7327 
Fax: 250-561-7324 
E-mail: newsletter@reaps.org 
Website:  www.reaps.org 
Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/REAPSPG 

RECYCLE CRAFT CORNER  

Dumpy’s Tip of the Month 

Turn your recycling bin into beautiful autumn decorations with 
these simple and eco-friendly fall crafts. You can make cute 
tin can pumpkins, autumn leaf jars, or cardboard leaf prints 

using items you likely already have at home. 

For the autumn leaf jars: collect leaves, coat the outside of a 
clean empty jar with mod podge or water-down white craft 
glue, attach leaves by pressing onto the glass. Paint a final 
layer of glue over top of leaves.  Allow to dry and place battery 

operated tealight and enjoy. 

Renew today:  E-transfer: recycling@reaps.org 

PayPal at www.reaps.org (state membership) 

Autumn is a great time to declutter and 
prep your home for the colder months.  
 
Yard and Garden 
Compost your leaves: Instead of bag-
ging up fallen leaves, mix them with 
green waste (like food scraps) in your 
compost pile for rich soil come spring.  
 
Home Decluttering & Cleaning  
Electronics: Safely get rid of old space 
heaters, broken string lights, and elec-
tronics at designated drop-off locations  
  
Donate costumes: If you are clearing 
out closets, donate gently used Hallow-
een costumes to local thrift stores or 
community centers instead of putting 
them in the garbage.   
 
Fall Maintenance  
Check windows / doors: Check the 

caulking. Inspect the sealants around  

Fall Tips 

Your windows and doors. Remove 
old crack and apply fresh layer.  
Replace any worn-out weather 
stripping.  Clean tracks of sliding 
doors and windows to ensure tight 

seal. 

mailto:casl@reaps.org

