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R.E.A.P.S and RDFFG  
to sign three year deal 

 
R.E.A.P.S and RDFFG have been partnering 
since 1995 educating the residents of the Regional 
District of Fraser-Fort George on solid waste and 
recycling initiatives. 
 
For the previous 8 years R.E.A.P.S has been 
operating on a yearly contract with the RDFFG.  
R.E.A.P.S President James Spankie is pleased to 
announce that at the December 2003 RDFFG 
Board meeting the Board approved a resolution 
authorizing staff to negotiate the terms of a three-
year contract for services with REAPS to operate 
the compost demonstration garden, provide waste 
reduction/education services and deliver home 
composting support.  
 
This means that, once this contract is in place, 
R.E.A.P.S will be ensured of operational funds to 
continue its community based environmental 
programs for three more years.  This allows us to 
do long term planning and programming which 
will benefit the communities in the Regional 
District. 
 
Come out to the AGM on January 22nd (see 
coming events) to help us celebrate, and join in 
the planning of exciting new programs.  With 
funding secure, our new board will be able to 
concentrate on developing new programs and 
expanding our existing initiatives. 
 
This is a landmark achievement for R.E.A.P.S 
and we would like to thank the Regional District 
for their confidence in our program deliver and 

their continued support.  Thanks also need to go 
to all of the R.E.A.P.S board members, 
volunteers, community supporters, and most of all 
to R.E.A.P.S Environmental Educator, Terri 
McClymont who has been the backbone of the 
award winning Compost Demonstration Garden 
and outreach programs. 
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R.E.A.P.S  NEWS 
 
R. E. A. P. S  Annual  Recycl e Toy 
Dr i ve 
 
Twent y- ei ght  l ar ge gar bage bags of  t oys 
wer e col l ect ed at  our  
Annual  Recycl e Toy 
Dr i ve.   These t oys 
wer e di st r i but ed t o 
ni ne ( 9)  l ocal  
chi l dr ens'  gr oups who 
wer e ver y appr eci at i ve 
of  t he cont r i but i ons.   
 
One suggest ed f or  next  
year  wast hat  anot her  venue be sought  t o 
avoi d t he hi nder ance of  t he st ai r s.   
The Nor t her n I nt er i or  Heal t h Uni t  wi l l  
be our  l ocat i on of  choi ce next  year .  
 
Speci al  t hank you t o Mar i l yn Ander son 
f or  her  assi st ance dur i ng t he dr i ve.  

 

R.E.A.P.S  Annual General Meeting 
 
Our  AGM wi l l  be hel d on Januar y 22,  
2004 at  t he Pr i nce Geor ge Publ i c  
Li br ar y i n t he Kei t h Gor don Room at  
6: 30 p. m.   The meet i ng wi l l  begi n wi t h 
Year - end r epor t ,  a r ef r eshment  br eak,  
and vot i ng i n of  t he new execut i ve.   
Gl enda Waddel l ,  Manager  of  Envi r onment  
f r om Canf or ,  who wi l l  be t al k i ng about  
BC Hydr o and Canf or ’ s  Cogener at i on 
Pr oj ect ,  wi l l  f ol l ow t hi s.    
 
Show your  suppor t  and come and j oi n us.   
I f  you ar e i nt er est ed i n becomi ng an 
execut i ve pl ease check out  posi t i on 
descr i pt i ons at  www. r eaps. or g under  
" member shi p" ,  boar d posi t i ons.   A 
commi t ment  of  3 hour s a mont h and l ot s 
of  i deas i s  al l  you need t o br i ng.  

LOCAL NEWS 
Pet Peeve 
 
 My Sony cor dl ess phone i s goi ng i n 
t he gar bage,  because I  can' t  get  a 
r epl acement  bat t er y   pack f or  i t .  At  
St apl es,  wher e i t  
was pur chased,  
t hey don' t  car r y 
t hat  t ype of  
bat t er y anymor e.   
At  Radi o Shack,  
t he sal es 
associ at e t akes 
one l ook at  t he 
bat t er y pack 
dangl i ng f r om my 
hand and says " uh- oh. . . . " .   At  t he 
upscal e Sony st or e,  I  am i nf or med 
t hat  " Sony doesn' t  make phones 
anymor e" .   The 1- 800 number  I  am 
gi ven f or  Sony i s -  wel l ,  we al l  
know what  happens when you cal l  a 
1- 800  " cust omer  ser vi ce"  l i ne.  
 
 My f i r st  t hought  was t hat  t hi s i s 
a spl endi d case of  pl anned 
obsol escence,  but  i t ' s  wor se t han 
t hat .   I t ' s  t he r esul t  of  a t ot al  

l ack of  pl anni ng.   Why don' t  bat t er y 
packs came i n st andar d si zes and 
conf i gur at i ons t he way r egul ar  
bat t er i es do?  And why don' t  
compani es have a r esponsi bi l i t y 
t owar ds pr oduct s t hey have 
manuf act ur ed?  

Bar b Rayment  
 

Seedy Saturday on February 28, 2004 
at Ar t Space (above Books n'  Co) 

 
Pr i nce Geor ge' s Seedy Sat ur day 
event  i s an oppor t uni t y f or  
gar dener s,  f ar mer s and seed saver s 
f r om our  r egi on t o cel ebr at e t he 
gr owi ng,  savi ng and shar i ng of  open 
pol l i nat ed and her i t age seeds.   I t  
i s  a chance f or  us t o get  t o know 
each ot her ,  t o l ear n why and how 
di f f er ent  member s of  our  communi t y 
save seeds,  and t o t el l  t he st or i es 
behi nd seeds t hat  have been saved 
i n our  f ami l i es.   Exper t s f r om our  
own communi t y wi l l  be at t endi ng and 
pr esent i ng dur i ng t he day.  
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Thr ough pr oj ect s l i ke t he Seedy 
Sat ur day event ,  we hope we can 
i ncr ease awar eness and appr eci at i on 
f or  our  seed her i t age and i n t ur n,  
i ncr ease par t i c i pat i on i n seed 
conser vat i on pr ogr ams.   I t  i s  an 
exci t i ng begi nni ng t o pr ot ect i ng 
t he past  and secur i ng a bet t er  f ood 

syst em f or  t he f ut ur e.   We hope you 
wi l l  j oi n us!  
 
The day wi l l  i ncl ude t hr ee mai n 
component s:  
Seed Swap and Sal e,  showcase of  
hor t i cul t ur al  r el at ed di spl ays and 
pr esent at i ons .

NEWS FROM THE REST OF THE WORLD 
 

 
 
New technology turns food waste to 
fer tilizer  in four  days: 
 
Two Japanese compani es par t ner ed 
wi t h Ai r dr i e,  Al ber t a based Doubl e 
T Equi pment  Manuf act ur i ng Lt d.  t o 
mar ket  and di st r i but e an or gani c 
wast e di sposal  syst em.  
 
Eski  Machi ne Co.  Lt d,  of  Japan,  ARC 
Cor por at i on of  Japan,  and Doubl e T 
Equi pment  
Manuf act ur i ng Lt d.  
f or med a j oi nt  
vent ur e company -  
Advanced 
Bi ot echnol ogy I nc.  

-  t o di st r i but e t he GOMI XER.   The 
GOMI XER uses wat er  and heat  t o 
bi odegr ade f ood i ndust r y l ef t over s 
i n f our  days.   The onl y out put  of  
t he syst em i s nut r i ent - r i ch wat er  
t hat  can be di scar ded or  di l ut ed 
and used on l awns and f l ower beds.  
" The syst em i s desi gned f or  
r est aur ant s,  hospi t al s,  hot el s,  and 
ot her  l ar ge f aci l i t i es.   By enabl i ng 
t hese f aci l i t i es t o pr ocess f ood 
wast e on si t e,  t he GOMI XER r educes 
or  el i mi nat es l andf i l l  use,  f ees ad 
t r anspor t at i on cost s" ,  sai d Ray 
Rawl i ns,  v i ce pr esi dent  of  
mar ket i ng f or  Advanced 
Bi ot echnol ogy I nc.  
 
" Thi s envi r onment al l y f r i endl y 
syst em has been used successf ul l y 
i n Japan f or  10 year s,  and t r i al  
demonst r at i ons of  t he GOMI XER ar e 
now under way at  t he Fai r mont  Banf f  
Spr i ngs and Fai r mont  Chat eau Lake 
Loui se" ,  Rawl i ns adds.  
 
-  Fr om Landscape Tr ades magazi ne,  
May 2003,  Vol ume 25,  No.  4,  p.  37.  
 
Edi t or ' s  not e:   We cont act ed Davi d 
Huggi l l ,  Envi r onment al  Syst ems Manager  
of  Fai r mont  Chat eau Lake Loui se,  who 
br ought  us up t o dat e.   He says:    " We 
di d ' t est - dr i ve'  t he uni t  and i t  
cer t ai nl y has some pot ent i al .   Gi ven our  
cur r ent  c i r cumst ances i n r egar ds t o 
capi t al  expendi t ur es and sol i d wast e 
management  we wi l l  not  be pur chasi ng a 
Geomi xer .   I t  i s  an al t er nat i ve t hat  we 
wi l l  cer t ai nl y keep i n mi nd as we move 
f or war d i n t he f ut ur e,  however . "  
Japan - Kamikatsu Township Eyes 
Zero Waste - No Incineration or  
Landfill by 2020 
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The t own counci l  of  Kami kat su,  
l ocat ed i n Tokushi ma Pr ef ect ur e i n 
Japan' s sout hwest er n i s l and of  
Shi koku,  adopt ed t he " Kami kat su 
Townshi p Zer o Wast e Decl ar at i on"  on 
Sept ember  19,  2003.  
 
Japan f or  sust ai nabi l i t y ( Jf S)  
r epor t s t hat  t he decl ar at i on st at es 
t hat  t he t own has r esol ved t o 
achi eve zer o wast e by 2020 i n or der  
t o bequeat h cl ean ai r ,  pal at abl e 
wat er ,  and f er t i l e l and t o f ut ur e 
gener at i ons t hr ough:  
 
*  Educat i ng peopl e not  t o 
pol l ut e t he ear t h 
*  Pr omot i ng wast e r euse and 

r ecycl i ng,  and el i mi nat i ng 
i nci ner at i on and l andf i l l  by 
2020 

*  Bui l di ng a wor l dwi de net wor k 
f or  a bet t er  envi r onment .  

 
Meanwhi l e,  t he " Kami kat su Townshi p 
Zer o Wast e Act i on Decl ar at i on"  
st at es t hat  t he t own wi l l  st r i ve t o 
el i mi nat e t he need f or  wast e 
i nci ner at or s and l andf i l l s  by 2020,  
i n v i ew of  t hei r  under st andi ng t hat  
l andf i l l s  and i nci ner at or s,  
i ncl udi ng gasi f i cat i on f ur naces and 
RDF ( r ef use- der i ved f uel )  power  
pl ant s,  can cause heal t h hazar ds,  
r esour ce depl et i on,  envi r onment al  
damage,  and f i nanci al  di f f i cul t i es.  
 
The concept  of  Zer o Wast e,  not ed 
Jf S,  or i gi nat ed i n Canber r a,  
Aust r al i a,  i n 1996,  and has been 
adopt ed by many muni ci pal i t i es i n 
Aust r al i a,  New Zeal and,  t he Uni t ed 
St at es,  and ot her  count r i es.  
 
I n Japan,  Kami kat su has become t he 
f i r st  muni ci pal i t y t o adopt  a Zer o 
Wast e Decl ar at i on.  
 
THI S I NFORMATI ON COMES TO YOU FROM THE RESOURCE 
RECOVERY FORUM 
Resour ce Recover y For um,  1st  Fl oor ,  The Br i t i sh 
School ,  Ot l ey St r eet .  Ski pt on,  Nor t h Yor kshi r e 
BD23 1EP.  UK             
Secr et ar y:  Ki t  St r ange 
 
Tel :     01756 709 808 
Fax :    01756 709 801 
Emai l :  r r f @r esi dua. com   www. r esi dua. com 

 
Organic Market Interest Needs 
Greater  Cultivation 
 
Or gani c pr oduce i s showi ng up i n 
mor e of  Canada’ s mai nst r eam 
super mar ket s t hese days,  but  
accor di ng t o a new r epor t  f r om 
St at i st i cs Canada,  or gani c 
pr oduct i on 
st i l l  
r epr esent s 
j ust  a t i ny 
f r act i on of  
Canada’ s 
t ot al  
agr i cul t ur e 
i ndust r y.   And i t  says or gani c 
f r ui t  and veget abl e pr oduct i on 
hasn’ t  been expandi ng as qui ckl y as 
most  peopl e mi ght  t hi nk.  
 
Thi s new r epor t  f r om St at s Can,  
says Mar shal l  Per r i n of  Agr i cul t ur e 
and Agr i - Food Canada,  i s based on 
gr ower  sur veys conduct ed over  t he 
past  t wo year s.   Among t he 
f i ndi ngs:  
-  Of  t he t ot al  ar ea pl ant ed t o 

veget abl e cr ops i n Canada,  j ust  
over  one- hal f  of  one per cent  i s 
or gani c.  

-  When i t  comes t o f r ui t ,  t he 
pr opor t i on i s hi gher ,  but  i t ’ s  
st i l l  under  one per cent  of  ar ea 
pl ant ed.  

 
The r epor t  says t hat  t he or gani c 
mar ket  i s st i l l  not  wel l  def i ned i n 
Canada,  whi ch makes i t  mor e 
chal l engi ng f or  or gani c pr oducer s 
t o sel l  t hei r  pr oduct s at  a 
pr emi um.   I t  al so poi nt s t o t he 
ongoi ng chal l enge of  pest  cont r ol  
t o pr ot ect  y i el ds and pr oduct  
qual i t y.  
 
The r epor t  says or gani c pr oduct i on 
does seem t o make economi c sense 
f or  a number  of  f r ui t  and veget abl e 
cr ops,  and i t  says mai n- st r eam 
super mar ket s ar e devot i ng mor e 
space t o or gani c pr oduce,  whi ch 
mi ght  bode wel l  f or  t he f ut ur e.   
The f ul l  r epor t  i s on t he mai n web 
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si t e of  St at s Can at  
www. st at can. ca.  
 
I nf or mat i on f r om:  Gr eenhouse Canada 
Magazi ne,  Dec.  2002.  
 
New Theory on Invasive Plants 
Emerges 
 
Resear cher s at  Col or ado St at e 
Uni ver si t y ( CSU) ,  For t  Col l i ns,  
r epor t  t hat  some non- nat i ve 
i nvasi ve weeds may pr ove t o be 
aggr essi ve i n a l i t er al  sense.   I n 
t hei r  st udy on spot t ed knapweed 
( Cent aur ea macul osa) ,  t he 
sci ent i st s di scover ed t hat  t hi s 
weed t r i gger s t he pl ant s ar ound i t  
t o dest r oy t hemsel ves.  
 
The chemi cal  cat echi n i s a nat ur al  
her bi c i de r el eased by 
t he r oot s of  spot t ed 
knapweed.   “ Cat echi n 
causes pl ant s t o 
sel f - dest r uct ” ,  
expl ai ned Jor ge 
Vi vanco,  pr of essor  at  CSU’ s 

Depar t ment  of  Hor t i cul t ur e and 
Landscape Ar chi t ect ur e.   “ I t  
act ual l y t r i gger s a genet i c 
r esponse wi t hi n t he pl ant ,  causi ng 
t he pl ant  t o cr eat e oxi dant s – f r ee 
r adi cal s – i nsi de t he pl ant ,  as 
wel l  as t r i gger i ng genes t hat  cause 
t he pl ant ’ s cel l s t o di e. ”  
 
Resear cher s have i dent i f i ed genes 
wi t hi n spot t ed knapweed t hat  make 
i t  r esi st ant  t o t he cat echi n,  
t her eby al l owi ng i t  t o t hr i ve i n 
t he soi l  wher e i t  has r el eased t he 
chemi cal .  
 
I n t he past ,  i t  has been assumed 
t hat  i nvasi ve weeds succeeded 
because t hey out - compet ed t he 
nat i ve pl ant s i n a habi t at .    I t  
t ur ns out  t hat  t hey may act ual l y be 
gi v i ng t hemsel ves an ext r a edge 
t hr ough chemi cal  war f ar e – and 
doi ng i t  or gani cal l y!  

I nf or mat i on t aken f r om an ar t i c l e 
i n Amer i can Nur ser yman,  Dec.  1,  

2003.  

INFORMED CHOICES 

 
Tapping into a unique fuel source 

Par t I I  
Praising a win/win situation: “ Creative 

energy solution strategy”  
 
[- more on the CanAgro/Maxim Power Corp./B.C. Hydro 
strategic partnership described in the previous issue of 
R.E.A.P.S. Report.]  
 

by Rachel Goldsworthy 
Reproduced (condensed) with permission from the Sept. 

2003 issue of Greenhouse Canada. 
 
The [ cogener at i on]  pr oj ect  was 
announced ear l i er  t hi s year  by 
Maxi m Power  Cor p. ,  whi ch 
descr i bed i t  as a uni que 
oppor t uni t y t o r eal i ze a wor l d-
c l ass sust ai nabl e wast e- t o-
ener gy syst em i n Br i t i sh 
Col umbi a usi ng st at e- of - t he- ar t  
ef f i c i ent  cogener at i on 
t echnol ogy.   The pr oj ect  wi l l  

al so s l ash gr eenhouse gas 
emi ssi ons by an est i mat ed 30, 000 
t onnes per  year ,  whi ch i s 
equi val ent  t o per manent l y 
el i mi nat i ng 6, 000 car s f r om 
Lower  Mai nl and Br i t i sh Col umbi a 
st r eet s.  
 
Fi nni ng I nt er nat i onal  I nc. ,  
Maxi m’ s st r at egi c par t ner  i n 
Di st r i but ed Power ,  wi l l  pl ay a 
maj or  r ol e i n t he pr oj ect .   
Maxi m cont r act ed wi t h Fi nni ng t o 
desi gn and bui l d t he 
cogener at i on power house t o 
conver t  t he l andf i l l ’ s  met hane 
gas i nt o el ect r i c i t y and heat .   
Fi nni ng wi l l  suppl y t he f aci l i t y  
wi t h det ai l ed desi gn,  
engi neer i ng and const r uct i on 
ser vi ces.  
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The gas wi l l  be del i ver ed t o 
Maxi m’ s pi pel i ne and t hen wi l l  
be t r anspor t ed t o t he 
cogener at i on pl ant  at  t he 
CanAgr o gr eenhouse si t e wher e i t  
wi l l  f uel  t he st at e- of - t he- ar t  
cogener at i on syst em.   The 
cogener at i on pl ant  i s  desi gned 
t o pr oduce 5. 55 MW of  
el ect r i c i t y per  hour  ( enough t o 
power  bet ween 5, 000 and 6, 000 
homes i n B. C. )  And about  600 
gi gaj oul es per  day of  useabl e 
heat  ( enough t o heat  over  2, 000 
homes  
annual l y i n t he Lower  Mai nl and) .   
The el ect r i c i t y wi l l  be sol d t o 
B. C.  Hydr o under  a 20- year  gr een  
 
 
ener gy agr eement ,  whi l e t he 
useabl e heat  f r om t he 
cogener at i on syst em wi l l  be 
del i ver ed t o t he CanAgr o 
gr eenhouse dur i ng i t s  heat i ng 
season t o suppor t  i t s  t omat o 
gr owi ng oper at i ons.  
 
Ri ck Hopp,  seni or  v i ce- pr esi dent  
of  busi ness devel opment  f or  
Maxi m ( www. maxi mpower cor p. com) ,  
sai d:  “ Thi s pr oj ect  i s  a per f ect  
exampl e of  Maxi m’ s cr eat i ve 
ener gy sol ut i on st r at egy.   We 
wi l l  ut i l i ze a wast e sour ce of  
car bon cl ose t o our  cust omer  and 
t ur n i t  i nt o v i abl e ener gy i n 
t he f or m of  heat  and power .   The 
pr oj ect  i s  c l ear l y a wi n- wi n 
sol ut i on f or  t he Cor por at i on of  
Del t a,  t he Ci t y of  Vancouver ,  
CanAgr o,  our  st r at egi c par t ner  
Fi nni ng,  and Maxi m 
shar ehol der s. ”  
 
Fi nni ng Power  Syst ems 
( www. f i nni ng. com)  pr esi dent  Jack 
Car t hy was equal l y ent hused,  
not i ng t hat ,  “ al t hough we’ ve 
been i nvol ved wi t h a number  of  
pr oj ect s l i ke t hi s t hr ough our  
oper at i ons i n t he Uni t ed 

Ki ngdom;  t hi s pr oj ect  i s  a 
br eakt hr ough f or  west er n Canada.   
Thr ough our  st r at egi c al l i ance 
r el at i onshi p wi t h Maxi m,  we 
ant i c i pat e many mor e cr eat i ve 
ener gy oppor t uni t i es bot h her e 
and wor l dwi de. ”  
 
[Editor’s note - this project is similar in nature 
to one of the possibilities being explored by 
Regional District of Fraser-Fort George for 
utilizing the methane gas that will be available 
once the Foothills Landfill is capped.) 

 
�

� � � � � � �� � 	 
 �� � � 	 � 
 � � � � � �� � �� �� �� �� �� �
 

An account  has been set  up at  
bot h t he Nechako Bot t l e Depot  

( 1st  Avenue)  and t he BBK Bot t l e 
Depot  ( Cowar t  Rd)  t o r ecei ve t he 

moni es f r om t he r et ur n of  
bever age cont ai ner s.    

Just  say " f or  t he REAPS 
Account " .  

Thank you f or  your  suppor t .  

Winter  Composting 
 
Wi nt er  i s t he best  
( or  at  l east  t he 
easi est )  t i me t o 
compost ! !   What  do I  
mean?  Wel l ,  t o 
successf ul l y compost  
we need t o pr ovi de f ood,  i n t he 
f or m of  sour ces of  car bon and 
ni t r ogen,  wat er  and oxygen.   Thi s 
t ur ns our  k i t chen and yar d wast es 
i nt o ' bl ack gol d' ,  al so known as 
' f r ee f er t i l i zer  and soi l  
amendment ' .    Dur i ng t he war mer  
mont hs of  t he year  we cont i nual l y 
f eed our  compost er ,  ensur e t hat  i t  
i s  moi st  l i ke a wr ung- out  
sponge,  and t ur n t he pi l e at  l east  
once a week.  
  
I n t he wi nt er ,  f r om November  t o 
Apr i l ,  we can cont i nue t o f eed our  
k i t chen wast es t o our compost er ,  but  
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we don' t  have t o do t he wor k.   Ther e 
i s no t ur ni ng or  addi ng wat er  or  
ensur i ng t he f ood mat er i al s ar e 
cover ed wi t h a non- f ood l ayer .  ( The 
compost er s ar e st i l l  wor ki ng 
t hough,  down t o t emper at ur es of  -
13C.   ' Psychr ophi l es '  ar e t he cool  
t emper at ur e bact er i a t hat  cont i nue 
t o wor k,  al t hough mor e sl owl y,  
dur i ng t he f al l  and wi nt er .   A deep 
l ayer  of  st r aw over  t he compost  
pi l e wi l l  i nsul at e i t ,  and keep i t  
wor ki ng l onger . )  
  
Dur i ng t he i nact i ve col der  per i ods,  
t he f r eezi ng and t hawi ng act i on i n 
t he compost er  hel p t o br eak up t he 
f ood mat er i al s and 
pr epar e an abundance of  
moi st ,  ni t r ogen- r i ch r aw 
mat er i al s f or  spr i ng,  
when t he bact er i a become 
mor e act i ve and t he 
compost er  once agai n begi ns t o heat  
up.  As t he weat her  war ms i n t he 
spr i ng,  we go back t o t ur ni ng t he 
compost  r egul ar l y,  cover i ng t he 
l ayer s of  f ood wast e wi t h a non-
f ood mat er i al ,  and maki ng sur e t hat  
t he pi l e i s moi st .   
  
So,  t her e' s no excuse t o st op 
compost i ng:  you can cont i nue t o 
di ver t  your  k i t chen wast es f r om t he 
l andf i l l  and hel p pr event  t he 
pr oduct i on of  met hane gas,  an ozone 
depl et i ng gas.   Whet her  you make t hat  
col d t r ek out  t o your  compost  pi l e 
or  f i l l  bucket s ( wi t h l i ds)  t o be 
empt i ed i n t he spr i ng,  al l  t hat  
val uabl e wanna- be compost  won' t  be 
wast ed.   Bi odegr adabl e compost i ng 
bags wi l l  soon be avai l abl e i n 
Pr i nce Geor ge,  maki ng i t  even 
easi er  t o st ash ki t chen wast e over  
t he wi nt er .   
What ever  t he weat her  dumps on us 
f or  t he next  f our  mont hs,  we can 
st i l l  do our  par t  t o hel p t he 
envi r onment ,  and r eap t he 
gar dener s'  bl ack gol d f or  our  
pl ant s.  
  
For  mor e i nf or mat i on cal l  R. E. A. P. S   
at  561- 7327.   
 

Noxious Weeds 
 Answers from BCMAFF and BCMOF to 
questions received by R.E.A.P.S staff about the 
weed display at the Compost Demo. Garden this 
past summer.  This display was designed to 
inform and educate the public about noxious 
weeds. 
  
1/  Why shoul d we be concer ned? 
Si nce many of  t hese weeds out -
compet e nat i ve speci es,  t hey t ake 
over  t he l andscape by cr owdi ng t hem 
out .   Thi s l eads t o a r educt i on i n 
bi o- di ver si t y and t he ext i nct i on of  
some nat i ve pl ant  speci es.   Loss of  
pl ant  bi odi ver si t y can al so l ead t o 
changes i n ani mal  bi odi ver si t y as 
pl ant s t hat  pr ovi de f ood or  shel t er  
di sappear .  
  
2/  Agr i cul t ur al  uses ( i . e.  /  
f ar mi ng)  r emoves t he or i gi nal  pl ant  
cover  and changes t he ecosyst em 
whi ch al so cont r i but es t o t he 
i nvasi on of  t hese weeds.  Doesn' t  
t hi s have mor e i mpact  t han a f ew 
weeds on a ci t y l ot ? 
Humans movi ng i nt o any envi r onment  
change t he ecosyst em.   Far mer s l i ve 
on and nur t ur e t hei r  l and,  
i ncl udi ng usi ng management  t ool s 
such as shel t er bel t s ( whi ch pr ovi de 
habi t at )  and cr op r ot at i on,  whi ch 
keeps weeds down.   I f  we want  t o 
eat ,  we shoul d t he suppor t  t he 
f ar mer s i n t hei r  ef f or t s t o 
mai nt ai n bal anced and heal t hy 
ecosyst ems on t hei r  f ar ms.  
  
3/  I f  I  see a weed i n t he wi l d 
shoul d I  br i ng i t  home and bur n i t ? 
Yes,  I f  t he weed i s a hi ghl y 
i nvasi ve speci es l i ke knapweed,  
f i el d scabi ous,  bur dock or  mar sh 
t hi st l e dest r oyi ng smal l ,  i sol at ed 
pat ches i s ver y ef f ect i ve.   Remember  
t hat  i f  you ar e t r anspor t i ng weeds 
cl ose t o or  i n seed make sur e t hey 
ar e i n a seal ed cont ai ner  of  some 
sor t .  When bur ni ng,  do not  t o 
br eat he t he smoke as i t  pot ent i al l y 
a can be a pr obl em wi t h some t oxi c 
pl ant s.  I t  i s  i mpor t ant  t o r epor t  
hi ghl y i nvasi ve weeds so t hat  t hey 
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can be i ncl uded i n an over al l  ar ea 
cont r ol  st r at egy.  
  
4/  How do I  get  r i d of  t he weeds? 
I t  depends on t he speci es.   Pul l i ng i s 
most  ef f ect i ve on smal l  i sol at ed 
pat ches.   Check t he Det ai l ed 
I nf or mat i on Sheet s ( see #9)  f or  
cont r ol  of  l ar ger  pat ches.  
  
5/  Why ar e t hey consi der ed i nvasi ve? 
Some weeds ar e i nvasi ve because t hey 
s i mpl y cr owd out  t he nat i ve speci es.   
Ot her s ar e not  pal at abl e t o l i vest ock 
and wi l d ani mal s,  l eadi ng t o 
over gr azi ng and ext i nct i on of  edi bl e 
nat i ve speci es.   Some r el ease 
chemi cal s t oxi c t o nat i ve pl ant s,  
i nt o t he soi l .  Many of  t hese al i en 
pl ant s wer e i nt r oduced t o our  
envi r onment  wi t hout  t he nat ur al  
pr edat or s,  par asi t es and ot her  
cont r ol s t hat  keep t hem i n check i n 
t hei r  nat i ve habi t at s ( usual l y  
Eur ope/ Asi a. )  
  
6/  How do I  cont r ol  t he dai s i es? 
Ref er  t o Det ai l ed I nf or mat i on sheet s.  
( See #9)  
  
7/  Dai s i es -  I  have t hem ever ywher e 
and encour age t hem.   They ar e a 
beaut i f ul  pl ant  and add col or  t o my 
gar den.  
As l ong as you keep t hem f r om 
escapi ng of f  your  pr oper t y no one i s  
goi ng t o t el l  you t hat  you can' t  have 
t hem.   Ther e ar e many beaut i f ul  and 
har dy pl ant s t hat  don' t  pose a t hr eat  
t o nat i ve pl ant s whi ch you coul d 
r epl ace t he dai s i es wi t h.  
  
8/  Who do I  cal l  i f  I  see t hese weeds 
t o get  r i d of  t hem? 
I t  depends on t he weed.   I f  you seed 
Knapweed,  Fi el d Scabi ous or  Mar sh 
Thi st l e,  cal l  Deni se McLean at  MAFF;  
565- 7200.  
  
9/  I s  t her e a pamphl et  /  gui de t o 
noxi ous weeds f or  i dent i f i cat i on? 
Weed i dent i f i cat i on bookl et s ar e 
avai l abl e f r om BCMAFF and Mi ni st r y of  
For est s.   Ot her  excel l ent  sour ces of  
i nf or mat i on ar e " Weeds of  Canada" ,  
" Pl ant s of  Nor t her n Br i t i sh Col umbi a"  
and many pl aces on t he i nt er net .   The 
Det ai l ed I nf or mat i on Sheet s ar e t aken 

f r om t he BCMAFF websi t e 
ht t p: / / www. agf . gov. bc. ca/ cr oppr ot / wee
ds. ht m and t he Weeds BC websi t e 
ht t p: / / www. weedsbc. ca/ .  
  
10/  How ar e t hey i nt r oduced? 
Many wer e i nt r oduced as or nament al  
f l ower s,  some came i n mi xed wi t h hay 
or  wi l df l ower  seed mi xes,  and some 
have t r avel ed on t he hi ghway or  
r ai l way on vehi c l es.   Weeds t end t o be 
good at  hi t chi ng r i des,  whi ch i s  why 
t hey ar e such ef f ect i ve weeds!  
 11/  I  hear d t her e was a pr ogr am t hat  
empl oyed peopl e t o l ocat e noxi ous 
weeds and i nf or m homeowner s t o get  
r i d of  t hem.   I s  i t  s t i l l  happeni ng? 
Up unt i l  a f ew year s ago t he Regi onal  
Di st r i c t  of  Fr aser - For t  Geor ge was 
t aki ng advant age of  a gr ant  suppl i ed 
by t he Mi ni st r y of  Agr i cul t ur e t o r un 
a pr ogr am.   However  t he Regi onal  
Di st r i c t  has s i nce cancel l ed i t .   The 
Regi onal  Di st r i c t  of  Bul k l ey- Nechako 
st i l l  has t hi s pr ogr am r unni ng.   
Cont act  your  RD i f  you have f ur t her  
quest i ons.  
  
12/  Who i s r esponsi bl e f or  get t i ng r i d 
of  t hese weeds? 
Depends on wher e t hey ar e l ocat ed.   On 
Cr own l and,  t he pr ovi nci al  gover nment  
i s  r esponsi bl e.   On pr i vat e l and 
( i nc l udi ng r ai l way and hydr o r i ght -
of - ways)  t he l andowner  i s  
r esponsi bl e.   Mi ni st r y of  
Tr anspor t at i on i s  r esponsi bl e f or  
hi ghway r i ght - of - ways.  
  
13/  Far mer s change t he l and wi t h 
cat t l e and gr owi ng cr ops,  addi ng 
f er t i l i zer s,  and pest i c i des t hat  open 
up t he envi r onment  t o new speci es 
t hat  ar e bet t er  abl e t o adapt  t o 
t hose condi t i ons.   Shoul dn' t  t hey 
( f ar mer s)  l ook at  t hei r  pr act i ces and 
f i nd ways t o pr event  dest r uct i on of  
t he l and t hr ough t hei r  uses so t hat  
nat i ve pl ant s sur v i ve and i nt r oduced 
speci es don' t  appear ? 
Yes,  and good f ar mer s do.   They not  
onl y l i ve on t he l and but  t r y  t o ear n 
a l i v i ng of f  of  i t  and hope t o pass 
i t  down t he t hei r  chi l dr en.   Keepi ng 
t he l and heal t hy i s  i n t hei r  best  
i nt er est ,  and t hey know i t .  
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14/  Ther e ar e so many of  t hese 
( noxi ous pl ant s)  i n t he ar ea,  how ar e 
t hey t o be cont r ol l ed? 
One pl ant  at  a t i me.   
  
15/  Does t he Gov' t  use chemi cal s t o 
dest r oy noxi ous 
weeds?  I f  so,  
doesn' t  t hi s  i n t ur n 
di st ur b t he bal ance 
of  nat ur e? 
The noxi ous weeds 
have al r eady 
di st ur bed t he 
bal ance of  nat ur e 
and i n many cases 
have al r eady k i l l ed or  weakened our  
nat i ve pl ant s and dest r oyed 
f ood/ habi t at  f or  nat i ve f auna.   The 
cont r ol  of  t he weeds al l ows nat ur e t o 
r et ur n t o a bal ance.   When chemi cal  
use i s  deemed necessar y,  an 
appr opr i at e her bi c i de i s  sel ect ed 
t hat  wi l l  do t he l east  amount  of  
damage t o t he envi r onment  as a whol e.   
Usi ng t he cor r ect ,  speci f i c ,  
her bi c i de at  t he cor r ect  t i me i n t he 
weed' s l i f e cycl e can usual l y  cont r ol  
t he weed wi t hout  har mi ng anyt hi ng 
el se.   Ever yone i s  commi t t ed t o a 
heal t hy envi r onment ,  even i f  we don' t  
al l  agr ee on how t o mai nt ai n and 
saf eguar d i t ,  and wi de- scal e use of  
non- speci f i c  t ox i c chemi cal s i n not  
anybody' s choi ce.    
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 The newsl et t er  of  t he Recycl i ng and 
Envi r onment al  Act i on Pl anni ng Soci et y,  
( AKA R. E. A. P. S)  
Box 444,  Pr i nce Geor ge,  BC V2N 4S6 
Phone:  250- 561- 7327,  f ax 250- 561- 7324 
Websi t e:  www. r eaps. or g  
E- mai l :  gar den@r eaps. or g 
 
The R. E. A. P. S Repor t  i s publ i shed si x 
t i mes a year ,  on t he f i r st  of  Jan. ,  
Mar ch,  May,  Jul y,  Sept . ,  and Nov.  of  
ever y year .  
 
Ar t i c l es,  or i gi nal s or  r epr i nt ed wi t h 
per mi ssi on,  ar e submi t t ed by member s and 
r epr esent  t he opi ni ons of  t he aut hor s 
onl y,  not  necessar i l y t hose of  t he 
Soci et y,  Boar d,  or  member s as a whol e.   
Deadl i ne f or  submi ssi on i s t wo weeks 
pr i or  t o publ i cat i on dat e.  
 
 
 
 

Ar t i c l es,  suggest i ons f or  ar t i c l es,  or  
comment s i n gener al  can be submi t t ed t o 
t he R. E. A. P. S of f i ce,  or  di r ect l y t o t he 
Newsl et t er  Edi t or :  Bar bar a Rayment   
Phone:  250- 964- 6684,  Fax 250- 964- 1864 or  
e- mai l  bi r chcr eek@t el us. net  
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Homemade Li nt  Cl ay 
I ngr edi ent s:  
 2cups f i r ml y packed dr yer  l i nt  
 1/ 3 cup war m wat er  
 6 t bl sp whi t e gl ue 
 1 t bl sp c l ear  di shwashi ng l i qui d 
 f ood col our i ng 
Di r ect i ons:  
Put  l i nt  i nt o a mi x i ng bowl .  Add t he 
ot her  i ngr edi ent s.  Mi x t hor oughl y.  When 
you can no l onger  mi x,  knead wi t h hands 
unt i l  a uni f or m t ext ur e.  Shape and 
model  f i gur es or  cover  a mol d wi t h i t .     
Have f un!  
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Januar y 
1 R. E. A. P. S Member shi p due  
 
22 R. E. A. P. S  AGM @ Publ i c  Li br ar y – 

Bob Har ki ns Br anch  6: 30 – 8: 30 
p. m.  

 
Febr uar y 
25- 26 RCBC Educat or  Wor kshop – 

Vancouver  
28 Seedy Sat ur day at  Ar t space ( above 

Books n' Co. )   11 am – 2 pm 
 
Mar ch 
22 Wor l d Wat er  Day 
 
Apr i l  
22 Ear t h Day 
25 Ci v i c Pr i de Spr i ng Cl eanup i n 

Pr i nce Geor ge 
 
May 
1 Compost  Demo.  Gar den opens 
2 Nat i onal  Compost i ng Awar eness 

Week begi ns 
29 R. E. A. P. S Annual  Pl ant  Sal e 10- 2    

p. m.  @ gar den 
 
June 
5 Wor l d Envi r onment  Day 
9- 11 RCBC Conf er ence Whi st l er ,  BC 
 
Jul y 
18 Go For  Gr een Week begi ns 
 
Sept ember  
16 I nt er nat i onal  Day f or  t he 

Pr eser vat i on of  t he Ozone Layer  

 


